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Adam Zack

From: Ingrid Gabriel
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 5:09 PM
To: Vacation Rental Comments
Subject: FW: For the record-- WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21-- Virginia Beach Airbnb decision 

sparks backlash from property owner coalition

 
 

From: Michael Johnson <mdjishere@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 2:37 PM 
To: San Juan County Council <councilvm@sanjuanco.com> 
Subject: For the record-- WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21-- Virginia Beach Airbnb decision sparks backlash from property 
owner coalition 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 

 
Ingrid, would you make sure this gets to the mailbox of the county council members please.  Thank you,  
 
MJ 
 
Greetings Council Members, 
 As is described in this short news article from Virginia Beach, there is often realistic cause for concern regarding any 
potential fallout that may result from change.  Whether it's the unintended backlash, or even the sometimes predicted 
consequences as are described in the short video below that have to be dealt with, for example, like resultant lawsuits 
that might evolve out of the effort of good citizens trying to protect their communities from the over-proliferation of 
vacation rentals in their communities, or whether a new generation of vacation rental owners that defy the law, and 
decide to go underground suddenly erupts... let there be no doubt, that this fallout is not caused by those that are 
advocating for the change, this is caused by current land use policies, and decades of avoiding the growing issue of 
overtourism, and the lack of enforcement.   
 
The gall of the lady in the video (the Vacation rental consortium advocate), to claim that "Now, they're turning good 
people into criminals", because her prediction is that the next generation of vacation rental owners will now "be forced" 
to disobey the law and "go underground".   
 
People going underground to illegally rent a VR outside of local regulations is not a product born out of a movement to 
limit vacation rentals... it is one of greed performed by the people that are participating in the illegal act, and is one that 
is enabled by the county''s inability to enforce their regulations.  In other words, the status quo.  "The more things 
change, the more they stay the same". 
 
WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21--  Virginia Beach Airbnb decision sparks backlash from property owner 
coalition                              
 
"The city council decided new short-term rentals are not allowed outside Sandbridge unless a neighborhood specifically 
asks for them."  
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https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/virginia-beach/virginia-beach-airbnb-decision-sparks-backlash-
from-property-owner-coalition/291-5677b035-0953-4bff-a7d0-dce69d561822 










