Adam Zack

From: Ingrid Gabriel

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 5:09 PM

To: Vacation Rental Comments

Subject: FW: For the record-- WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21-- Virginia Beach Airbnb decision

sparks backlash from property owner coalition

From: Michael Johnson <mdjishere@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, July 15, 2021 2:37 PM

To: San Juan County Council <councilvm@sanjuanco.com>

Subject: For the record-- WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21-- Virginia Beach Airbnb decision sparks backlash from property
owner coalition

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Ingrid, would you make sure this gets to the mailbox of the county council members please. Thank you,
MJ

Greetings Council Members,

As is described in this short news article from Virginia Beach, there is often realistic cause for concern regarding any
potential fallout that may result from change. Whether it's the unintended backlash, or even the sometimes predicted
consequences as are described in the short video below that have to be dealt with, for example, like resultant lawsuits
that might evolve out of the effort of good citizens trying to protect their communities from the over-proliferation of
vacation rentals in their communities, or whether a new generation of vacation rental owners that defy the law, and
decide to go underground suddenly erupts... let there be no doubt, that this fallout is not caused by those that are
advocating for the change, this is caused by current land use policies, and decades of avoiding the growing issue of
overtourism, and the lack of enforcement.

The gall of the lady in the video (the Vacation rental consortium advocate), to claim that "Now, they're turning good
people into criminals", because her prediction is that the next generation of vacation rental owners will now "be forced"
to disobey the law and "go underground".

People going underground to illegally rent a VR outside of local regulations is not a product born out of a movement to
limit vacation rentals... it is one of greed performed by the people that are participating in the illegal act, and is one that
is enabled by the county"s inability to enforce their regulations. In other words, the status quo. "The more things
change, the more they stay the same".

WVEC (Dana Smith) 7/14/21-- Virginia Beach Airbnb decision sparks backlash from property owner
coalition

"The city council decided new short-term rentals are not allowed outside Sandbridge unless a neighborhood specifically
asks for them."



https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/virginia-beach/virginia-beach-airbnb-decision-sparks-backlash-
from-property-owner-coalition/291-5677b035-0953-4bff-a7d0-dce69d561822
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VIRGINIA BEACH

Virginia Beach Airbnb decision
sparks backlash from property
owner coalition

The city council decided new short-term rentals are not allowed
outside Sandbridge unless a neighborhood specifically asks for them.

Author: Dana Smith ﬁ
Published: 4:22 PM EDT July 14, 2021

Updated: 6:26 PM EDT July 14, 2021

VIRGINIA BEACH, Va. — A decision by the city of Virginia Beach on short-term rentals is already
sparking backlash.

Home rental platforms like Airbnb and Vrbo are growing fast, but not in Virginia Beach.

The city council decided Tuesday, that no new rentals are allowed outside of Sandbridge
unless residents of a neighborhood specifically ask the council to allow them.
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Council member Barbara Henley explained, “We’re not saying that overlay districts and short-
term rentals can only be in one part of the city. You can be in any of these, provided the
neighborhood asks for it.”

The Virginia Beach Property Rights Coalition said the council has virtually banned new rentals.
It's accusing the city of “killing” a flourishing industry.

City council member John Moss was among the majority ruling.

“My job is to be an advocate for neighborhoods and the status quo because someone is asking
for the status quo to be changed," Moss said. “The industry is asking us - ‘and be progressive’ —
to up-zone property that changes the character of the neighborhood that other people bought

into.”

Coalition board member, Page Miyares said rental platforms like Airbnb aren’t going away just
because the city doesn’t want them there.

RELATED: Virginia Beach City Council discusses short-term rentals

“It’s kind of like the scooters that just showed up, and no one knew what to do with them, and
everyone hated them; But now they’re kind of status quo and | think when you look at the
trajectory. | don’t see how that doesn’t happen with this industry as well," she said.

“What they did last night is they really put the traditional, compliant homeowners out of
business and they’ve made way for the unregistered AirBnBs to flourish.”

She said this move will push the short-term rental market underground.

“Now they’re turning good people into criminals," Miyares said. “For tourists, it forces them to
either go somewhere else: OBX, Myrtle Beach. Or it forces them to stay in one of these illegal
Airbnb's."

Virginia Beach City Council discusses short-term rentals

Miyares said the city has already proven it doesn’t have the funding or staffing to stop
underground rentals so it’s likely unregistered Airbnb's will expand.

The issue of unregistered rentals was also brought up by council member Rosemary Wilson
who opposed the decision.

https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/virginia-beach/virginia-beach-airbnb-decision-sparks-backlash-from-property-owner-coalition/29...  2/4



7/19/2021 Virginia Beach Airbnb decision sparks backlash from property owner coalition | 13newsnow.com

“When you're talking about banning and not having them. So many are going to go
underground," Wilson said. "Just like the days of prohibition when alcohol was banned, people
still drank but then they did it illegally.”

Miyares called the move is a blow to the economy and the tourism industry. She said if property
owners want more information, Miyares said you can visit the Coalition's Facebook page at

"Friends of Virginia Beach Vacation Rentals" for more information and to get alerts.
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