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Department of Community Development  
135 Rhone Street · PO Box 947  

Friday Harbor, WA 98250 
360-378-2354 

sanjuanco.com/1778/Community-Development 

 
MEMO 

 

REPORT DATE: June 5, 2023 
 

TO: San Juan County Council 
San Juan County Planning Commission 
 

FROM: Sophia Cassam, Planner III 
 

SUBJECT: 2023 Annual Docket: Initial briefing and staff recommendations for 
proposed text amendments to the SJC Comprehensive Plan and San Juan 
County Code Title 18 Unified Development Code 
 

BRIEFINGS: County Council: June 27, 2023 
Planning Commission: June 16, 2023 
 

ATTACHMENTS: A. Table summarizing Annual Docket text amendment requests and staff 
recommendations 
B. Annual Docket requests and review forms 
 B.1 Request 23-0001:  Friends of the San Juans 
 B.2 Request 23-0002:   Connally and Oettinger  
C.  Email list of applicants requesting amendments 
D.  RCW 36.70A.470(2) and SJCC 18.90.020 Legislative Procedures 
E.  Comprehensive Plan and Code Amendment Process 
 

 
PURPOSE:  To brief the County Council and Planning Commission on the 2023 Annual Docket (Docket)  
text amendment applications and staff recommendations prior to the Planning Commission public hearing 
planned for July 21, 2023.  DCD will answer questions about the Docket applications at the briefing. DCD 
is not currently requesting feedback or recommendations from the County Council or Planning 
Commission.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Please send all public comments to sophiac@sanjuanco.com. Please do not copy the 
County Council, Planning Commission members, or other County Staff. Written public comments received 
by noon on June 15th will be provided to the Planning Commission. Written public comments received by 
noon on June 26 will be shared with the County Council. Comments should refer to the 2023 Docket 
requests. All comments on the 2023 Docket will be posted online at: https://www.sanjuanco.com/1658/ 
Annual-Docket.  
 
2023 DOCKET APPLICATIONS: Attachment A summarizes the two completed 2023 Docket text 
amendment applications and provides a staff recommendation for each.  Attachment B includes copies of 
each application.   
 
EMAIL LIST: Attachment C provides a single email list of all applicants as required by SJCC 18.90.020 (E). 
 

sophiac
Stamp
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BACKGROUND:  The Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A.470(2)) and San Juan County Code (SJCC) 
18.90.020 allow any interested party to propose amendments to the San Juan County Comprehensive 
Plan (Plan), Official Maps, and SJCC Title 18 Unified Development Code (UDC) in (Attachment D).  The 
community proposes amendments through the Annual Docket process. The County Council considers the 
applications and decides whether to add them to future Department of Community Development (DCD) 
work programs. The RCW 36.70A.130(2) allows the County to make amendments to the Plan text and 
official maps once per year except as provided in RCW 36.70A.130 and the Plan.  Amendments to the UDC 
may be adopted at any time; however, County Council has postponed most code amendments until the 
Plan update is completed.  The Plan and code amendment process is explained step-by-step in 
Attachment E.  
 
PROCESS OVERVIEW:  SJCC 18.90.020 Legislative procedures requires that DCD evaluate docket requests 
and forward a recommendation to the Planning Commission and County Council for consideration 
(Attachment D).  SJCC 18.90.020(C) requires that the Planning Commission hold a public hearing on the 
Docket.  After the public hearing, Planning Commission will deliberate and recommend to the County 
Council which Docket items should be added to DCD’s annual work program.  Throughout the docket 
process written public comments will be shared with the Planning Commission and County Council. The 
County Council will hold a public hearing, considering the staff and Planning Commission 
recommendations and public testimony.  They will act on the 2023 Docket via resolution.  Then, the DCD 
will update upcoming work plans to include the projects the Council has added through the Docket. 
 
The decision being made at the public hearings is not whether to adopt the requested changes, but 
whether to add the requested changes as projects on the DCD work plan. The merits of the proposed code 
changes do not need to be discussed line-by-line during the Docket process. If added to the DCD work 
plan, all Comprehensive Plan and code amendments will undergo a public process in the future during 
which staff, the Planning Commission, the public, and County Council will closely assess the changes. 
During the Docket process, the County Council is deciding which projects are a priority for DCD to work 
on.  
 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE: The dates below may be subject to change depending on Planning Commission 
and County Council schedule and deliberations. 

 
 June 16, 2023:  Planning Commission initial briefing and setting a public hearing  

 
 June 27, 2023:   County Council initial briefing  

 
 July 21, 2023: Planning Commission public hearing, deliberations, and recommendations  

 
 August 8, 2023: County Council briefing on the Planning Commission’s recommendation. Set  

                                   public hearing. 
           

 Late August/Early September 2023:    County Council public hearing, deliberations, and 
adoption of a docket resolution 
  

 
IMPLEMENTATION: Docket requests that the County Council chooses to pursue must be balanced on the 
DCD work plan with past docket requests and other projects. Many docket requests that the Council 
added to the DCD work plan in the past six years were postponed until after the Comprehensive Plan 
periodic update process. While the Comprehensive Plan update is over, past requests in the docket queue 
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have not been added to the DCD work plan yet due to a lack of staffing capacity and because other 
mandatory planning projects have taken priority. Once on the DCD work plan, most proposed 
amendments will be standalone code amendment projects, which typically take 6-18 months to complete, 
depending on complexity. New requests are submitted every year and can quickly accumulate, as shown 
below in Table 1.  The table includes eight projects that the County Council added to the future DCD work 
plan by resolution during past docket processes.  
 
Table 1. Docket Queue. 

Docket # Request  Applicant 
18-0005, 20-0006 Coastal Cutthroat Trout Jenny DeGroot 
19-0003 Habitat Buffer Fred Klein 
21-0008 Stormwater Alexandra Gayek 
21-0001 Commercial Composting in Agricultural Resource Land Thomas Bennett 
21-0005 Tree Code Miles Becker 
21-0006 Eastsound Subarea Plan EPRC 
21-0002 Indoor Tennis in RFF Orcas Tennis Club 
22-0005 Agritourism and Rural Land Use Designations (alternative 

to a proposed map amendment) 
Glad Acres Farm 

 
STAFF ANALYSIS: The staff analysis of the 2023 Annual Docket requests are summarized below. See 
attachment B for full application and review forms. 
 
B.1 Request 23-0001:  Friends of the San Juans  
 
Request:  Amend the definition of Bed and Breakfast Residence in SJCC 18.20.020 to require permit 
holders to provide hot breakfasts prepared on-site and to clarify that lodging units must be in a singular 
owner-occupied structure. 
 
Amendment proposed by applicant 
 
San Juan County Code, Title 18, section 18.20.020 “B” Definitions  
 

“Bed and breakfast residence” means a hospitality commercial use containing one to two 
lodging units without cooking facilities, which provides overnight accommodation and 
must provide daily hot breakfast meals which are prepared on site, in an owner-occupied 
existing single-family residence that is entirely contained within a single building 
including the owner-occupied portion and all lodging units. 

 
 
Analysis:  The applicant is proposing that the County amend the regulations in the UDC for Bed and 
Breakfast Residences to prevent this code from being used to operate accommodations similar to vacation 
rentals. Bed and Breakfast Residence is a commercial activity allowed in resource lands and some rural 
land use designations. It is defined in SJCC 18.20.020 “B” definitions as follows: 
 

“Bed and breakfast residence” means a hospitality commercial use containing one to two 
lodging units without cooking facilities, which provides overnight accommodation and breakfast 
meals in an owner-occupied existing single-family residence. 
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The proposal is to require future permit holders to provide hot breakfasts prepared on-site and to clarify 
that lodging units must be in a singular owner-occupied structure. Breakfasts cooked on-site to for guests 
are allowed but not required by the performance standards for this activity in SJCC 18.40.260 Hospitality 
commercial establishments – Bed and breakfast residences. Additionally, DCD has permitted Bed and 
Breakfast Residences in lodging units detached from the structure occupied by the owner. In the hearing 
examiner decision regarding appeal 22-0004, a “dwelling unit” was found to include detached habitable 
accessory structures. A dwelling unit can be made up of multiple structures that make up whole. Thus, 
Bed and Breakfast Residence lodging units may be permitted in detached structures such as bunkhouses. 
Bed and Breakfast Residences are not allowed in Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs) because they are 
dwelling units separate from the primary residence.  
 
The applicant lists two primary concerns: (1) that the Bed and Breakfast Residence regulations currently 
allow property owners to bypass vacation rental regulations and (2) that multi-building accommodations 
have greater impacts on resource lands than accommodations in single buildings. The applicant cites 
multiple Growth Management Act (GMA) statutes and Comprehensive Plan policies to support their 
request in their application. The GMA requires and the Comprehensive Plan states the intention to 
conserve resource lands and prevent urban sprawl. The applicant states that allowing Bed and Breakfast 
Residence accommodations in detached structures is contrary to the GMA and the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Staff reviewed the Bed and Breakfast regulations of other nearby jurisdictions and found that Bed and 
Breakfast accommodations are commonly allowed in detached structures. Breakfast service is also not 
typically strictly required. Island and Skagit counties allow Bed and Breakfast accommodations in detached 
units, including Accessory Dwelling Units, and allow but do not require breakfast service. Chelan County’s 
regulations are similar to San Juan County’s in that the definition states that lodging units are in a single-
family residence and that food service is provided for guests. San Juan County’s and Chelan County’s 
definitions neither explicitly allow nor prohibit detached structures from being used for accommodations, 
and they both state that food is provided but do not specify how. Chelan County does, however, state 
that Bed and Breakfast accommodations exclude short-term rentals.  
 
Recommendation: If the County Council is concerned about Bed and Breakfast Residence permits being 
used in some cases like vacation rental permits, they should consider clarifying the definition and 
performance standards for this use. The vacation rental permit caps established in 2022 in SJCC 
18.40.275(N) may lead property owners to explore alternative options for hospitality activities. The 
current regulations for Bed and Breakfast Residences allow property owners to rent rooms in separate 
structures with little interaction or sharing of space, making them a close alternative to a vacation rental 
for property owners with detached bedrooms and bunkhouses. If the Council is not concerned about this 
flexibility, the Bed and Breakfast Residence regulations are adequate and no amendments are necessary.  
 
If the Council decides to pursue this request to amend the definition of Bed and Breakfast Residence in 
SJCC 18.20.020 “B” definitions, SJCC 18.40.260 Hospitality commercial establishments – Bed and breakfast 
residences would need to be amended as well. This section contains the performance standards for Bed 
and Breakfast Residences and would need to be amended to include any additional requirements 
reflected in the definition.  
 
B.3 Request 23-0002:  Connally & Oettinger 
 
Request:  Amend the criteria for the Mineral Resource Land Overlay (MRLO) in the Comprehensive Plan 
Land Use Element policy 2.4.C.1.i to require a report prepared by a qualified professional verifying 
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commercial quantities of known or potential extractable mineral resources. 
 
Proposed amendment 
 

Element 2, Land Use and Rural, Policy 2.4.C.1.i 
(1) Upon application by a landowner, lands which are characterized by all of the following 
criteria may be designated as a Mineral Resource Land Overlay District (MRLO) on the Plan 
Official Maps: 
 
i. Have a known or potential extractable resource in commercial quantities verified by 
submittal of a geologic and economic report prepared by a qualified professional or the 
land has a legally established mining operation, and the County Council adopts findings 
that the land has commercial significance for mineral resources; 

 
Analysis: The applicants are requesting that the County strike out policy language in the Mineral Resource 
Lands Overlay (MRLO) designation criteria in the Comprehensive Plan. The policy states that the County 
may designate the MRLO by establishing findings determining whether lands have a known or potential 
extractable resource in commercial quantities without a geologic and economic report prepared by a 
qualified professional if the land has a legally established mining operation. The development code 
currently requires this report.  
 
This policy was added to the MRLO designation criteria during the 2036 Comprehensive Plan periodic 
update. However, during the early 2023 Comprehensive Plan-related code amendments project, the 
Council chose not to codify this MRLO designation criterion and to continue to require a geologic and 
economic report. The report provides the Council with a necessary determination from a qualified 
professional regarding long-term commercial significance. Because the Council decided not to amend the 
code, the language should be removed from the Comprehensive Plan for consistency.   
 
Docket request 23-0003 originally requested for the language to be removed from the development code 
as well, under the assumption that it would be codified by the Council during the Comprehensive Plan-
related code amendments. Because the Council decided not to codify the language, the development 
code part of the original request is no longer relevant for consideration. 
 
Recommendation:  Staff recommends this docket request. This is a priority Comprehensive Plan 
amendment and should be implemented soon after the Council passes the docket resolution. The 
amendment resolves current inconsistency between the Comprehensive Plan and development code. 
This can be more of a housekeeping-type project which will require a low amount of staff resources.   
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ATTACHMENT A. 2023 Annual Docket Summary Table 

Request # Keyword Proponent Summary of Request Type of 
Amendment 

SJCC/Comp Plan Sections Request Documents Staff Recommendation 
Category 

23-0001
Bed and 
Breakfast 
Residence 

Friends of the 
San Juans 

Amend the regulations for Bed and Breakfast Residences to 
require lodging units to be in the same building occupied by the 
owner and to clarify that breakfast cooked on-site must be 
served.  

UDC 
SJCC 18.20.020 
SJCC 18.40.260 

https://www.sanjuanco.com/D
ocumentCenter/View/28209/2
023-Docket-Application_23-
0001_FOTSJ 

Consider amending if Council is concerned about Bed and 
Breakfast Residence permits being used in some cases like 
vacation rental permits. If the Council is not concerned 
about this flexibility, the Bed and Breakfast Residence 
regulations are adequate and no amendments are 
necessary. 

E 

23-0002 MRLO Criteria 
Nina Connally 
& Richard 
Oettinger 

Amend the criteria for the Mineral Resource Land Overlay 
(MRLO) in the Comprehensive Plan to require a report prepared 
by a qualified professional verifying commercial quantities of 
known or potential extractable mineral resources. 

Comprehensive 
Plan  

Land Use Element policy 
2.4.C.1.i 

https://www.sanjuanco.com/D
ocumentCenter/View/28210/2
023-Docket-Application_23-
0002_Connally_Oettinger 

Staff recommends this docket request. The 
amendment resolves current inconsistency 
between the Comprehensive Plan and 
development code. 

D 

Categories 
Category A – Required by law for GMA Compliance or otherwise 

Category B – Items needed to achieve important public policy objectives of a countywide nature 

Category C – Items that can be considered as part of a larger Comprehensive Plan Update or subarea planning process 

Category D – Items needed to provide clarity and certainty to the Unified Development Code or Comprehensive Plan by removing inconsistencies and/or ambiguities 

Category E – Lower priority items to be considered on a future year work program 

Category F – Obsolete, previously resolved or not recommended for further consideration 



SAN JUAN COUNTY D�PARTM�NT O� COMMUNITY D�VtLOPM�NT 

135 Rhone Street, PO Box 947, Friday Harbor, WA 98250 

(360) 378-2354 I (360) 378-2116

dcd@sanjuanco.com I www.sanjuanco.com

Comprehensive Plan Text/SJC Code* Amendment Request 

*San Juan County Code Titles 15, 16 & 18
(Annual Docket) 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name of Name of 

Applicant: Friends of the San Ju ans Agent: D. James Mccubbin

Address P.O. Box 1344 Address P.O. Box 1344 

City, State, Zip Frida:tt Harbor, WA, 98250 City, State, Zip Friday Harbor, WA, 98250 

Phone 360-298-7615 Phone 360-298-7615

Email james@sanjuans.org E-mail james(@sanjuans.org 

This request is for a text amendment to the Comprehensive Plan or development regulations, not a comprehensive plan 

map amendment. I understand that this request will be reviewed according to the County's annual docket process. 

D. James McCubbin
Signature Printed Name 

ATTACHMENT B.1

Date 

Please Describe the Proposed Amendments (attach additional pages if you need more space): 

l. Comprehensive Plan amendments (if applicable}. Describe proposed amendment and/or attach

proposed text changes. List Comprehensive plan section, page numbers, title and policies proposed for

amendment.

N/A 

2. San Juan County Code Title 15, Title 16 or Title 18 amendments (if applicable}. Describe proposed

amendment and/or attach proposed text changes. List code sections proposed for amendment.

Revise San Juan County Code, Title 18, section 18.20.020 "B" definitions, definition of "Bed and breakfast 

residence", as follows (underlining indicates proposed language to be added): 

"Bed and breakfast residence" means a hospitality commercial use containing one to two lodging 

units without cooking facilities, which provides overnight accommodation and must provide daily 

hot breakfast meals which are prepared on site, in an owner-occupied existing single-family 

residence that is entirely contained within a single building including the owner-occupied portion 

and all lodging units. 

Feb.9,2023 
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Comprehensive Plan Text/SJC Code* Amendment Request 
*San Juan County Code Titles 15, 16 & 18

(Annual Docket) 

Please Describe the Proposed Amendments (attach additional pages if you need more space): 

DATE RECEIVED 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name of 
Applicant: 

Nina Connally and Richard 
Oettinger 

Name of 
Agent: 

Address 249 Gill Lane Address 

City, State, Zip Friday Harbor, WA  98250 City, State, Zip 

Phone  360-298-2122 (Nina) Phone 360-317-6194 (Richard)

Email nina8.connally@gmail.com E-mail ricko4747@gmail.com

This request is for a text amendment to the Comprehensive Plan or development regulations, not a comprehensive plan 
map amendment.  I understand that this request will be reviewed according to the County’s annual docket process.   

Nina L Connally 2/26/2023 
Signature Printed Name Date 

Richard  Oettinger 2/26/2023 
Signature Printed Name Date 

1. Comprehensive Plan amendments (if applicable). Describe proposed amendment and/or attach
proposed text changes. List Comprehensive plan section, page numbers, title and policies proposed for
amendment.

See this link:  https://www.sanjuanco.com/1079/Comprehensive-Plan-Update 

Go to:  Section B, Elements  

https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/27604/Section-B_Ele_2_Land_Use_12-12-
2022_CLEAN   

Located in:  Section B, Element 2. Land Use and Rural Page 34 of 61 

c. Mineral Resource Lands

Goal 

Assure that mineral resource lands of long-term commercial significance are conserved in order to provide 
continued and economical local access to valuable minerals, particularly those used for construction 
materials.  

ATTACHMENT B.2
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2. San Juan County Code Title 15, Title 16 or Title 18 amendments (if applicable). Describe proposed
amendment and/or attach proposed text changes. List code sections proposed for amendment.

MRLO Designation Criteria 
Code Amendment: SJCC 18.35.015(A)(1) 
A. Designation Procedures. A mineral resource land overlay district may be applied based upon the
following criteria, only upon acceptance by the County of a complete application from a property owner and 
upon approval of a redesignation in accordance with SJCC 18.90.030. Mineral resource lands of long-term 
commercial significance are those lands from which the commercial extraction of minerals (sand, gravel, rock, 
and other valuable aggregate or metallic substances) can be anticipated within 20 years and which are 
characterized by all of the following: 

1. Have a known or potential extractable resource in commercial quantities verified by submittal of a
geologic and economic report prepared by a qualified professional or the land has a legally established 
mining operation, and the County Council adopts findings that the land has commercial significance for 
mineral resources; 

Policies 

(1) Upon application by a landowner, lands which are characterized by all of the following criteria may be
designated as a Mineral Resource Land Overlay District (MRLO) on the Plan Official Maps:

i. Have a known or potential extractable resource in commercial quantities verified by submittal of a
geologic and economic report prepared by a qualified professional or the land has a legally
established mining operation, and the County Council adopts findings that the land has commercial
significance for mineral resources; 
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3. Why is the amendment being proposed?

Because the MRLO designation of a given mineral resource land has long-term and high-impact 
consequences to be endured by its neighboring citizen parcel owners, the San Juan County (SJC) 
Planning Commission, Department of Community Development, and County Council (hereinafter 
referred to as the county) have a civic duty to instate hard due diligence into the MRLO designation 
process to ensure mineral resource lands will have significant and long-term commercial mineral 
extraction life. 

The changing of the MRLO designation criteria to add a non-scientific assessment option that relies 
on the County Council to merely adopt historic “findings” per below is not acceptable to the 
neighboring citizens.  The County Council is not qualified nor has the time to perform the proper 
due diligence for the task.  And again, due to the permanence of a MRLO designation, the 
neighboring citizens respectively request the county to require present-day scientific 
proof substantiating the land has commercial long-term significance for mineral resources. 

In closing, we respectfully request that the county amend and return the MRLO Designation Criteria 
Code Amendment, SJCC 18.35.015(A)(1) to have only the rigorously fair and scientific criterion for 
MRLO designation as outlined below: 

 MRLO Designation Criteria 
Code Amendment: SJCC 18.35.015(A)(1) 
A. Designation Procedures. A mineral resource land overlay district may be applied
based upon the following criteria, only upon acceptance by the County of a complete 
application from a property owner and upon approval of a redesignation in accordance 
with SJCC 18.90.030. Mineral resource lands of long-term commercial significance are 
those lands from which the commercial extraction of minerals (sand, gravel, rock, and 
other valuable aggregate or metallic substances) can be anticipated within 20 years 
and which are characterized by all of the following: 

1. Have a known or potential extractable resource in commercial quantities
verified by submittal of a geologic and economic report prepared by a qualified 
professional or the land has a legally established mining operation, and the County 
Council adopts findings that the land has commercial significance for mineral 
resources; 
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4. How is the proposed amendment consistent with the Growth Management Act (RCW 36.70A),
Comprehensive Plan and development regulations?

Our proposed amendment is consistent with the Washington State Growth Management Act (GMA) 
because the essence of the GMA enables local control with continuous public participation.  As local 
citizens of San Juan County who own parcels next to a mineral resource land, we need the code that 
governs its designation procedures have the utmost due diligence that ensures long-term commercial 
significance. 

5. Does this proposal impact an Urban Growth Area (UGA)? Lopez Village, Eastsound and the Town of
Friday Harbor are the only UGAs in the County.

 Yes, indicate UGA_________________ 
 No 

6. Does this proposal increase population or employment capacity?

Yes, if the mineral resource land is proven to have long-term commercial significance (which the 
current code defines as at least 20 years), then there exists a direct and positive outcome for long-
term increased employment capacity. 



ATTACHMENT C 

2023 Docket Applicant Email List 

Application # Applicant Name Email Address 
23-0001 Applicant: Friends of the San Juans 

Agent: James McCubbin 
james@sanjuans.org 

23-0002 Applicant: Nina Connally and 
Richard Oettinger 

Nina8.Connally@gmail.com 
Ricko4747@gmail.com 



ATTACHMENT D 
Legislative Procedures 
RCW 36.70A.470(2) 

Project review—Amendment suggestion procedure—Definitions. 

(2) Each county and city planning under RCW 36.70A.040 shall include in its development regulations a

procedure for any interested person, including applicants, citizens, hearing examiners, and staff of other

agencies, to suggest plan or development regulation amendments. The suggested amendments shall be

docketed and considered on at least an annual basis, consistent with the provisions of RCW 36.70A.130.

18.90.020 Legislative procedures. 

A. Procedures. All proposed amendments to this code and proposed amendments to the official maps

and/or Comprehensive Plan shall be handled according to the procedures established in

Chapters 36.70 and 36.70A RCW, RCW 36.32.120, the County Charter, and the County code. This

process will ensure formal public notice and public hearings, evaluation, and recommendations from the

planning department’s professional, technical perspective and from the planning commission’s

knowledgeable lay perspective. Final action is reserved for the County council.

B. Planning Department. The department shall evaluate all requests to modify this code and forward

recommendations to the planning commission and County council for consideration.

C. Planning Commission. The planning commission shall hold a public hearing and make

recommendations to the County council on all legislative decisions specified in this section.

D. County Council. All amendments to the development code, Comprehensive Plan, and official maps

require a public hearing before the County council.

E. Public Notice. Notice of all public hearings will be given in conformance with applicable law. The

department shall maintain a printed list of proposed development code and Comprehensive Plan

amendments, and shall include a copy of the list on its web site. A single e-mail list shall be maintained by

the department. All those requesting the service shall receive all department notices digitally.

F. Implementation. The County council decision shall become effective no sooner than 10 working days

after passage of an ordinance except in the case of an emergency.

G. Comprehensive Plan Amendments. Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan text and official maps

may not be considered more frequently than once per year except as provided in RCW 36.70A.130(2)

and the Comprehensive Plan.

H. Unified Development Code (UDC) Amendment. Amendments to the UDC may be adopted at any time.

(Ord. 32-2010 § 1; Ord. 50-2008 § 1; Ord. 15-2005 § 3; Ord. 16-2002 § 1; Ord. 2-1998 Exh. B § 9.2)



San Juan County Docket Process 

The Growth Management Act at RCW 36.70A.470(2) allows any interested person, including applicants, 
citizens, hearing examiners, and staff of other agencies, to request amendments to the San Juan County 
Comprehensive Plan or suggest Comprehensive Plan policy amendments or development regulation 
amendments. This process is known as the annual "Docket" process. Development Regulations are those 
contained in Titles 16 and 18 of San Juan County Code. 

How do I suggest a change to the Comprehensive Plan or Development Regulations? 

Complete one of the following application forms for each proposed amendment and submit it to the 
Community Development Department. There is a fee for a Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment, but no 
fee for a Comprehensive Plan Policy or Development Regulation amendment. Each request must be 
submitted on its own form. 

• Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment Form
• Comprehensive Plan Policy or Development Regulation Amendment Form

What happens after I submit a proposed amendment? 

Community Development staff will review the application and determine if the application is complete. If 
the application does not include the information requested in the application form, staff will contact the 
applicant to request the additional information.  

Since the County's docket schedule is very short, applications that are not complete as of March 1 may be 
deferred to a subsequent year's docket. All applications are placed on the Initial Docket, but Council might 
not place all the proposals onto the Final Docket.  

Initial Docket Review 

The Initial Docket will be created and Community Development staff will categorize each proposal as 
follows: 

A - Required by law for GMA Compliance or otherwise 
B - Items needed to achieve important public policy objectives of a countywide nature 
C - Items that can be considered as part of a larger Comprehensive Plan Update or subarea planning 
process 
D - Items needed to provide clarity and certainty to the Unified Development Code or Comprehensive 
Plan by removing inconsistencies and/or ambiguities  
E- Lower priority items to be considered on a future year work program
F- Obsolete, previously resolved, inconsistent with state law, or not recommended for further
consideration.

ATTACHMENT E

https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/21569/MAP---Comprehensive-Plan-Map-Amendment-Application-Docket
https://www.sanjuanco.com/DocumentCenter/View/21570/TEXT---Comprehensive-Plan-Text-Amendment-Request-Docket


Final Docket Review 

The Planning Commission and Council will consider the Initial docket and determine which items will be 
placed on the Final docket for review and consideration. Possible outcomes as a result of Council review 
of the initial docket include: 

• Review and adoption in the same year
• Deferral to a subsequent year
• Considered as part of a larger planning project (such as the 2022 Comprehensive Plan Update)
• Not considered or adopted

How long does a proposed amendment take? 

The length of time for review will vary depending upon the size and complexity of the amendment, Council 
priorities, and other work in progress. All applications submitted before March 1 will be considered in the 
same year. 


	2023_Docket_Initial Briefing_Memo.pdf
	attachment_A_2023_Docket_Summary Table.pdf
	2023 Docket Application_23-0001_FOTSJ.pdf
	2023 Docket Application_23-0002_Connally_Oettinger.pdf
	Attachment_C_2023 Docket Email List.pdf
	AttachmentsBinder.pdf
	Attachment_D_Legislative Procedures
	Attachment_E_San Juan County Docket Process Hand-out




